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NAZI WAR CR IMES fll 8CL0SURE Afil 
DATE 2006 



PRESENT ADDRESS t Moskavaa iela iS-5 , Riga, Latvia 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 6 5 4" or 5", weight 230 Ibsj hair - light 

brown*, abundant and eyes gray. 



1. Subject graduated from the Riga Technical High School and is 
presently associated with YSF in an engineering capacity. At one time 
he had charge of approximately 200 people. He later was told that to 
continue in feis administrative gob,., he would have to join the Communist 
Party. When he refused to .join the Party, he lost his adraisistrative 
position, but continues to be employed by YSF as a technician. 

2. Source first noticed him at the U.8. Exhibit and recognized 

that he was not a Russian. She initiated contact with him since she 
thought that he might be Latvian. At first he was reluctant to talk 
to her. Whatever discussions they had were held in the parks in and 
around Moscow. . 

3. Subject is evidently well known to Richard HMSsSTOKS, the 
Economic Attache at the American Embassy, who met Subject in Riga, and 
is also well known to John THOMS, who was also a guide . at the U.S. 
Exhibit in Moscow. Source and 2H03&4S later spent some time with ASTRA 
at his home in Riga. THOMS especially spent a great deal of time at 
ASTRA* s home. Since Source had many people to visit in Riga who spoke 
no English she left THOMAS, who accompanied her to Riga, at -che home 
of ASTRA. There they met ASTRA 8 s wife. Gum. who works as a secretary 
in Riga. Her exact place of employment is unknown. 

4. Attached hereto is a photograph of ASTM and bis wife. 

5» Concerning Subject's education. Source said that after he was 
notified that he would have to cult his administrative job at YBF. he 
started to study law at night* ASTRA studied law only a short time and 
then switched to English, 
to the united States. He 
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Source feels that fee will find a way to come 
^pressed a strong desire to learn everything 



that he could about the United States. He specifically asked Source 
questions concerning the possibility of finding a job in the U.S. and 
the pay scale in the U . 8 . Subject gave Source a list of salaries at 
the YEP plant which she marked down. in cryptic notes on a single piece 
of paper but she lost same on the airplane going to Kharkov. 
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60 ASTRA, several years ago, became very interested in yacht 
racing and joined the yacht club in Riga. Since that time he has 
been one of the first yacht club members to visit Estonia on a club 
yacht. 

7. ASTRA's father was an army officer who was deported to 
Siberia at the end of the war. Source does not remember ASTRA 
mentioning any brothers or sisters . ASTRA is a Lutheran and apparently 
has some Interest in his religion. 

8 . At one point in their conversation at ASTRA ’a hone, Source and 
ASTRA discussed the future war. The question of Latvia being bombed 
arose and ASTRA consuented that several defense shelters had been and 
were being dug in Riga. He offered to show THOMAS one of these shelters 
which had been built in a nearby park. Apparently there was still a 
fence around the construction area, but THOMAS was able to look through 
holes. in the planking at the construction taking place. Since Source 
was not interested in this sort of information, she completely ignored 
this discussion and did not accompany THOMAS and ASTRA to visit the 
excavation site. 

9 . Concerning religion. Source learned from Subject that the older 
people in Latvia are still interested in religious confirmation. 

However, instead of a two-to-three week preparatory period for a young- 
ster, the youngster parades in front of a church with a red flag and 
after a certain length of time, goes into the church where a priest 
conducts the confirmation ceremony. Although she did not learn a great 
deal concerning religious matters, ASTRA did tell Source that scsse 
weddings and funerals are still conducted by ministers. These ministers 
do not receive a salary from the State, but exist on contributions from 
their congregation. The State does not subsidize church repairs but 
rather comes out of contributions made by the congregation. The Big 
Dam Church is now a museum. ASTRA further said that there really is 
nothing very religious about services anymore. 

10. Concerning schools, ASTRA told Source that Russian Is a 
language requirement taught at the Latvian schools in Riga. From her 
discussions with ASTRA, Source gathered that there was a sew version of 
history being taught at the schools. For example, the twenty years of 
Latvian independence is now being taught as the 'worst time in Latvian 
history. They now call this period "the Regime of the Capitalist.” 

The old Latvian folk songs and folk legends are no longer being taught. 
From the time a young Latvian child starts kindergarten until he is an 
adult, he finds himself fighting with the Russians in Latvia. Source 
went on to say that Latvian kindergarten children learn to fight 
Russian kindergarten children. (Russians and Latvians attend different 
schools, although there is some slight intermingling.) Trouble also 
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takes place In grade school as well as high school . There appears to 
be a great deal of crime and violence directed against the Soviets 
by Latvians . 

11. Concerning the cost of living. Source said that the majority 
of the Latvians can only exist by stealing and by the receipt of 
packages from the West. AS IRA commented that stealing from the govern- 
ment is not considered a major crime. There is, he said, an extensive 
black market, especially in clothing which comes from the West. 

12. Latvians dress quite conservatively although the average dress 
is of poor quality. Foreign shoes are very r&jch in evidence. Raincoats 
and fountain pens appears to be exclusively imported from China. The 
average "stilyaga" in Latvia dresses quite similarly to his counterpart 
in Moscow. Latvian women dress with much more taste than their Muscovite 
counterparts . 

13. At one point in their conversation ASTRA asked Source about 
ZARINS and ELUMBEROS and two other men whose names she does not recall 
fC 3 and CL 3 ,, AEBIAS/2 and AJBCQMBARO/ 2 ) . He asked if 
there were any more of these types. Since this was the first time she 
had heard these people mentioned, ASTRA explained to her that these were 
four agents who the Latvian papers claim had been dispatched by the 
American Intelligence Service. He went on to say that the paper stated 
that two of them had been killed and two had been captured. He said 
that most of the Latvians were extremely happy to hear that someone, at 
least, is doing something or ia attempting to do something for Latvia. 

He went on to earasent that these four people were considered Latvian 
heroes. In answer to his question whether there were any more of this 
type of individual. Source told ASTRA that she not only did not know 
but had not even heard about this incident. Conservatively some 25 
people mentioned this REDS C& operation to her, especially anyone who 
talked about the forthcoming war. 

14. Source ■ s over-all impression of ASTRA is that he is an extremely 
cautious individual. He is anti-Russian and anti-CoBsminist. She feels 
that he will one day turn up in the United States. She suggested that 
for further information we should contact Mr. HARlfiJTOHE and Mr. THOMAS. 
Source feels that with proper bona fides from her, ASTRA would make an 
excellent source of information and would be willing to cooperate with 
the United States Government . ASTRA is one of the people who felt that 
life in Latvia is not worth living under the yoke of the Russians and 

is willing to risk a third world war and the annihilation of Latvia in 
order to be rid of Communism. 
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Miscellaneous Information 



ATTACHMENT "B" 



1. Out of all of the Latvians that Subject met during her stay 
In Moscow and Latvia only one out of 500 "cussed her out" for being 
a traitor. 

2. A flourishing black market existed between the guides and 

the local Latvians. This black market appeared after the guides 
learned the extent to which the Latvians were antl-Communist. It Is the 
belief of the Interviewing case officer that Source played no small 
part In this situation. Source herself gave away practically every- 
thing she owned ■/': > . :a '• when she left. As a matter of 

fact, she found herself with practically no under clothes and no 
stockings after the first two weeks In Moscow since she gave away most 
Of these things to visiting Latvians. She managed to borrow and finally 
purchase some more clothes for herself. 
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SUBJECTS Vairis ABCLS 



1. . Three weeks before Source went to Riga she was walking 
through the American Exhibition and there met a young Latvian boy who 
was asking for Americans who could speak Latvian. She volunteered 
that she was Latvian. The two of them started a conversation about 
life in the United States. Source determined that ABOLS is 20 years 
old and lives in Vairoga iela, 7a Riga, Latvia. He is about 5*7", 
narrow face, long nose, brown hair, blue eyes pink complexion, 155 lbs. 

She learned from him that he had a sister who was not in Moscow with 
him and that they lived in a small house in Riga. Source also met 
ABOLS 9 father whom she Judges to be approximately 4? years old. The 
father is an engineer, approximately 5 ' 7", slight build, balding 
head, very little brown hair and has an asthetlc narrow face. ABCLS 1 
family drove from Riga to Moscow in the family’s Moskvitch to see the ) 
American Exhibition. ABOLS "s father i.. • >.. speaks English, 

French, German, Russian and Latvian. The family turned out to be the 
moat anti -Communist group Source met while In the Soviet Union. ABOLS 's 
father (Source does not remember his first name) was so anxious to try 
out his languages that when he overheard a nan speaking French in front 
of the hotel in Moscow he ran up to him "Just to be able to speak French 
again ..Source made arrangements to go out one evening with the ABCLS 
family and for them to pick her up at the hotel. ABOLS °s father and 
ABOLS picked up Source and John R. THOMAS at the hotel in their 
Moskvitch. Vairis ABOLS drove and tried to shake surveillance by 
driving on the foot path in a park with the car. Source fully expected 
them to be arrested for a rash act, but apparently they shook surveillance 
because they were not followed afterthey emerged from the park. When 
Source met the family two weeks later in Riga, she learned that they had 
not, been arrested. 

2. Concerning Vairis ABOLS, Source determined that he was a 
mechanic and was studying drama. He is very anxious to receive American 
magazines such as Popular Mechanics and Popular Science . He speaks 
English quite well and appears to be very intelligent. He feels certain 
that he will be drafted into the service this fall. He spent his four 
or five days at the Exhibition examining the automobiles on display. 

Source also learned from him that he has a cousin in either North or 
South Dakota. 

3« Vairis told Source the following Joke— "There were two men 
sitting in a street car. One man turned to the other, man and said - 
“What is the difference between the earth and sputnik. 9 The other man 
replied - “I don’t know. What is the difference. 9 To which the answer 
is “On a sputnik a dog dies, on earth a dog lives. ** 1 




S-E-C-R-E-T 



S-E-C-R-E-T 



ATTACHMENT "E" 
Page 2 



4 . Source assesses Valri3 as being extremely nationalistic and 
assesses the father as being extremely anti-Conmunist. For example, 
the father commented to Source that if he had at least one chance in 
a hundred he would attempt to take a boat and escape to Sweden or any 
other place he couldj but he feels that he would stand no chance of 
escaping. 
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SUBJECTS Vilnis NOLLEMDERS 



1. Source received a call from NQLLEKDERS at her hotel. He 
asked her to meet him at the "Balticem” which is a so-called Latvian 
Literary Club, but in reality is a Latvian fraternity. Although she 
did not go to meet with him at the "Balticem", she met him later on 
at the Exhibition. 

2. Subject is a bright, happy-go-lucky young man who receives 
some subsistence from the Soviet Government, engages in black market 
activities, and also works part-time unloading fruit. 

3» Subject wanted to buy a pair of shoes. He did not know his 
size, but he was approximately 6 5 3" tall. Source knew of a guide who 
wanted to sell his, so she acted as a middle man in the transaction. 

4. NGLLENDERS is planning on a career as a writer and attends 
the University of Moscow. He would very much like to get out of the 
Soviet Union. He saw Source off at the airport in Moscow when she left 
for the United States. 

5 . He introduced Source to K. E. SKUDHIEKS. 
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SUBJECT: K. E. SKUDNIEKS 



1. SKUDNIEKS was introduced to Source by Vilnis NCLLENDERS. 

2. Source brought NGLLENDERS and SKUDNIEKS both to her room at 
the hotel where SKUDNIEKS read her some of his poetry. Although the 
poetry was anti-Russian and sometimes anti -Communist by nature, he 
was apparently not afraid to read it to her. Source offered to carry 
his poetry out to the West and try to get it published. He refused 
to do this since he said it could not be published under his own 
name. He told Source anti-Communist jokes. 

3. SKUDNIEKS appeared to be quite bitter over the fact that his 
parents live in the United States where his father is an American 
journalist. SKUDNIEKS apparently feels somewhat deserted. 

4. SKUDNIEKS is approximately 22 or 23 years of age, 5* 7", 
slight build, very blond hair, a few visible gold teeth and has a light 
complexion. 

5. John WOLFE, another guide at the fair, became quite friendly 
with SKUDNIEKS. Source arranged for John WOLFE and Kirk COMMONS, 
(another guide at the fair) to steal the Encyclopedia Britannica. 

Source, COMMONS and WOLFE packed the encyclopedias in cardboard boxes 
and carried them on the bus going to the hotel from the fair, This 
in itself was rather unusual. It was even more unusual when they got 
off the bus half way to the hotel. They turned over the complete set 
of encyclopedias to SKUDNIEKS, It was Source’s feelings that since the 
Soviets were stealing all the books in sight, she might as well see 
they got ipto the hands of a student who would not only use them himself 
but would share them with other right-minded students . 

6. SKUDNIEKS address is— K.E. SKUDNIEKS, Moscow K-9, General 
Delivery. (DO Vostrebovaniya Moskva K-9*) 
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SUBJECT: Uldis MATVEJS 
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1. Source met MATVEJS at the U.S. Exhibition where she spoke 
to him Tor approximately 15 or 20 minutes. He was extremely anti- 
communist and volunteered to do anything that she wanted him to do* 
He claimed to know every road, street and alley in Moscow. 

2. Subject had spent 10 years in Vorkuta. He offered to help 
anyone who needed help who came from the West. He had been in jail 
in Moscow and had worked as a prisoner in and around Moscow. 

3» Source received a letter from MATVEJS and provided the 
undersigned with a photograph of MATVEJS. 
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SUBJECT: Oldis KALEJS - Professor R. V. KALNINS 



1. KALEJS Is a student studying architecture at the University 
of Riga. He is six feet tall, 150 to 155 pounds, wears glasses, is 
slight of build and has a snail face. 

2. KALEJS was on two weeks leave from Riga. To enter the 
University of Riga, he joined the Komsomol. He is at the present 
trying to make good grades and is studying French in the hopes of 
being sent to France or some other place in the West, where he might 
defect* 

3. KALEJS dogged Source's steps while she was in Riga. He was 
questioned by the police after waiting for her for a long period of 
time, in front of her hotel. He told Source that all of her surveillants 
in Riga would be carrying folded newspapers. She later observed this 

to be true. 

4. At one point, KALEJS asked Source how he could defect once he 
was out. He did not know whether he should go to the French police or 
to the American Bnbassy. He was told hy Source that she could not help 
him since she herself did not know what the correct procedure would be. 

5* Subject is also studying English as well. His mother is in poor 
health at present. He is willing to do anything that he possibly can 
t<S get to the West. 

6, Source met Professor R, 7. KALNINS in Riga. She was told by 
KALNINS that KALEJS was a student in one of his classes. He teaches 
architecture at the University. He asked Source for the phone number 
of the Australian Enfbassy in Moscow. He requested her to send money 
to his brother in Australia, He also warned Source to stay away from 
KALEJS who, he said, was a Communist. 

7, KALNINS' address is Riga, Krosnoarneyskaya 28, Dom 28, Riga, 
ant 1-Communist approximately 55 years old, 

8, KALEJS has an aunt who lives in San Francisco by the name of 
Ina SULCS, 2201 Derby Street, Berkeley 5, California . 
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SUBJECT: REDSKIN Trip to Riga. 

1. Vera GARTHOFF, John Reed THOMAS, and Source went to visit 
Riga. Mrs. GARTHOFF simply went to see her home in Riga* attended 
an opera* and then returned to Moscow. 

2. There were only two other passengers on the plane with 
GARTHOFF, THOMAS and Source. Their regular flight had been cancelled. 
They were put on a mail plane which was flying to Riga from Moscow. 

3. After they landed at the Riga airport* Source noticed three 
men who were watching them as they walked to the office. These same 
three men Source later noticed were part of her surveillance in Riga. 

The party went to the Riga Hotel in a plain car. 

At the hotel, they showed their In-tourist papers and a Latvian 
Clerk called someone to came down from upstairs. This proved to be a 
woman interpreter. They were taken into an office where the In-tourist 
guide turned out to be very rude to all three. 

5. In the hotel restaurant they were permitted to sit only at 
certain tables. 

6. The day after Source arrived in Riga* she went to a small 
store around the corner and called her cousin. She told her cousin to 
call Gunars ASTRA and tell him that she had arrived in Riga. 

7. Source actually has two cousins in Riga. These are identical 
twins Neud-jaand Janis SMBDRIS. Nanija is a telephone operator, During 
the course of her conversations with Nanija, Nanija told her that she 
should be extremely cautious in the use of her telephone at her hotel 
since all calls coming from the hotel are recorded . Also all incoming 
and outgoing iforegn calls are recorded. Nanija SMIDRIS further told 
Source that the listening post for the telephone calls to and from the 
hotel is located in the: cellar below the bookshop across the street from 
the Hotel Riga. 

8. Janis SMIDRIS lives at 75 Jauna Yalla* Major!* Latvia. He is 
a fisherman* 31 years of age 5° 8"* 180 pounds, Source provided the 
undersigned with photographs of both her cousins, Janis SMIDRIS has 
recently been married and Nanija is still single, 

9. Source met Paulis LEMANIS who is a good friend of Janis SMIDRIS. 
LEMANIS comes from Riga* is a former Latvian legionnaire* close to 46 
and unmarried. He knew .Source’s father quite well. 

c 
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10. Janie works on a fishing boat with Russians. Source does 

not know exactly what he does. She says that he is very antl-Communist 
and Nanija is very antl-Communist . Both the cousins want to defect 
to the West. They both speak Latvian, Russian and some German. 

* ’ t 

11. Source feels that either one would trust any non-Latvian that 
comes to them mentioning Source's name. A Latvian would need very 
s.%rong proof that he actually does know Source. 

12. Source went to visit in Major!. She took a cab from Riga. 

The cab driver was one of the few people she could not tell was Russian 
or Latvian. She noticed that the cab was being surveilled. She spoke 
for a few minutes to the cab driver telling him that she was an American 
Citizen and showed him her passport. He told her that he was a Latvian. 
At this point she mentioned that they were being followed and he replied 
that they had been ever since they had left the hotel. She asked whether 
it was possible to lose the surveillance and he said "just sit back 

and relax." He then proceeded to lose the surveillance very rapidly. 

When they arrived at her cousin's house in Majori, she found that the 
surveillance was there before she was and was waiting on the corner 
when she arrived. 

13. At her cousin Janis SMIDRIS 5 house in Majori, she found Gunars 
ASTRA and her cousin. One of the interesting things that she noticed 
at her cousin's house was the fact that Gunars ASTRA did not trust 

her relatives and her relatives did not trust Gunars ASTRA. Both, 
however, trusted her. Her comment was that there are small groups and 
cliques in Riga. Within each group and within each clique people 
trust each other but the groups do not trust one another. After the 
party, she went back to her hotel by train, and noticed that she was 
being followed by the same man that was outside her cousin's home. 

14* The SMIDRIS twins have a brother in Sweden. His name is 
Sterman E, SMU3RXS, Stomans Institute, Stockholm, Sweden. 
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SUBJECTS Alfons DUKB 



1. DUKS is Latvia's tennis champion. He received his degree 
in engineering. He is anti -Communist and anti -Russian and openly 
expressed this to Source. Source met DUKS through her cousin Janie 
SMIDRIS, whose wife is DUKS sister. 

2. DUKS does not smoke and appears to have a good moral character. 
She believes that he would risk his life on behalf of the West because 
of his hatred of the Soviets. He specifically requested Source to 
agitate for war to free Latvia. 

3. DUKS has a very nice apartment. He earns a good salary, and 
lives with his wife and toother -in-law. His apartment is located at 
101 Revolutsia lela, Riga, Apartment $3* She can contact him at any 
time through her cousin, Janis SMIDRIS. Source felt that if we were 
looking for someone reliable, who had common sense and a good education 
that SQKS should be considered since he was willing to work. He 
practices tennis frequently because he wants to go abroad. In particular 
he would like to visit England to get as he said "a 'breath of fresh air.” 
He feels that he never ecus go to a Western country, because he is not 

a Cosmunlst and he has no children to leave behind him as hostages. He 
lives well. His wife, however, is very much afraid and was always 
cautioning DUKS to not talk quite so much or quite so loudly. 

4. DUKB is 27 or 28 years old, 5' 10” to y 11”, 170 pounds, 
reddish-blond hair. He has a wide face, a reddish complexion and blue 
eyes. 
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